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On September 25, 2004, New York’s
46th Street — just off Times Square
in Manhattan — was closed for the
first time in history, to permit an

unprecedented gathering of more
than 10,000 people on hand to
celebrate the grand opening of the
new Church of Scientology of New York.

Mr. David Miscavige gave the inaugural address, presenting the far-reaching scope

of Scientology’s work in society — and the story behind this new Church.

For as Mr. David Miscavige explained, it was here that New York Scientologists
inspired the world following the tragic events of 9/11 that “Something Could Be Done

About It” — a single phrase that now drives a global movement bringing help and hope
to millions in nations across the world.
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Today, Scientology groups, missions and Churches, number forty-five hundred across

156 nations. Yet with all of that, we also saw the need to do even more — far more. And
therein lies the greater significance of our new churches, like this one, we are forming
world over. Because, what stands before you is not just a “new church,” but an entirely
new “type” of Church of Scientology.

While we can provide international support, for broad-scale programs, the fact is we
must yet bring it on-the-ground, into every community. To accomplish that, requires the
establishment of major “footholds,” in every city, that not only can provide all the help we

offer, but which can themselves generate the same, everywhere else. In just the past
year, that included Tampa in Florida, opened by the mayor. Today, in the aftermath of
hurricanes, their Volunteer Minister force was in the forefront of recovery and
recognized just yesterday in that State’s capital. Then again, in Johannesburg, South
Africa, opened with national leaders, including the Minister of Arts, Culture, Science
and Technology. Today they are spearheading our education programs into the post-
apartheid landscape, while further implementing our VM program in another 18 African
nations. Then, on the arteries of American industry, our new church in Buffalo. The
ribbon was cut by the mayor and our church now serves as a community center, even
recognized as a leader in city restoration and rejuvenation. In San Francisco, our new
church now occupies a restored historical landmark, and is now extending its
community work with the Police Department.

It continues with our new churches opened in June. It began with Los Gatos, California.
And indicative of where we are heading, that was followed at once by Mountain View,

also opened by dignitaries. And that’s three new churches in the Bay Area.

Then again, just last week it was a new national Church for Spain, where they’ve
already begun to spearhead Narconon, in Europe’s most drug-plagued nation. And
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And here’s what I mean. For everything I have spoken of — and the dramatic leaps we
have taken in the past three years — drug rehabilitation, education, morality, human
rights and a global force of volunteers — well, my friends, it is spreading like wildfire.
And you aren’t just a part of that wildfire — you are the spark that ignited it all.

That is why it is only appropriate that you, in turn, receive what you begot — and why
this new church, made possible by the donations of every member of the International
Association of Scientologists — from across 156 nations — will forevermore be
remembered by millions as their way of saying, “Thank you, New York.”

So, now it is time to move forward. For the Scientologists of New York, here is a place
where you can achieve your personal victory over the reactive mind, and the spiritual
freedom which it brings. And as you will hear in the months to come, its facilities have
been established not only for your progress in the “here and now” — but for even
greater programs that will dramatically accelerate clearing, on a planetary basis. But
even more than that, this church represents the work and help all of us must continue to
bring, in achieving the full measure of our aims. For here is the Ideal Church
organization, from which to bring all of our programs — all of our tech — literally
everywhere.

So yes, this is just the start. And that is why I say today is when the real work begins.

This is more than just a home for you, the Scientologists of New York. It is also a home
for the broader community — where all men and women of goodwill are welcome, and

who we dedicate ourselves to helping — each and every one. And by demonstrating, in
action, the conviction of our beliefs — the future knows no bounds.

For this is New York and to help her, is to help the world.
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