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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 

 

FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLORADO 

 

 

Civil Action No. 

 

BEN LEVY, a Colorado Citizen;  

 

                                         Plaintiff, 

          

   vs. 

 

NARCONON FRESH START d/b/a A Life Worth 

Saving, ASSOCIATION FOR BETTER LIVING AND 

EDUCATION INTERNATIONAL; and NARCONON 

INTERNATIONAL, 

 

                                        Defendants. 

 

  

 

 

   

 

COMPLAINT AND JURY DEMAND 

 

      

 Plaintiff Ben Levy (“Plaintiff”), by and through counsel, Ryan Hamilton of Hamilton Law, 

LLC, alleges the following: 

I. 

PARTIES 

1. Plaintiff Ben Levy was, and at all relevant times to this Complaint is, a citizen of Colorado.   

2. Defendant Narconon Fresh Start d/b/a A Life Worth Saving (hereafter “Fresh Start”), is, 

and at all times relevant to this Complaint was, a corporation incorporated under the laws of, and 

with its principal place of business in, the State of California. Defendant has been at all relevant 

times transacting business in Fort Collins, Larimer County, Colorado.  Fresh Start may be served 

with process through its registered agent, Mark Kirwin, 4480 Market St., Ste. 804, Ventura, CA 

93003.   
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3. Defendant Narconon International (“NI”) is a California corporation with its headquarters 

in Los Angeles, California. 

4. NI is the parent/licensor of Defendant Narconon Fresh Start. NI exercises control over the 

time, manner, and method of Fresh Start’s operations. 

5. NI was doing business in the State of Colorado by and through its agent and 

subsidiary/licensee Defendant Narconon Fresh Start. NI may be served with process through its 

registered agent, Sherman D. Lenske, 6400 Canoga Ave., Suite 315, Woodland Hills, CA 91367.   

6. Fresh Start and NI are subsidiaries of the Association for Better Living and Education 

(“ABLE”). ABLE oversees the drug rehabilitation, education, and criminal justice activities of the 

Church of Scientology including, but not limited to, Fresh Start and NI. 

7. Defendant ABLE is a corporation registered in the State of California with its headquarters 

in Los Angeles, California.   

8. ABLE controls the time, manner, and method of NI’s and Fresh Start’s businesses by 

actively managing their daily operations, including conducting inspections of Narconon centers 

and creating, licensing, and approving their marketing materials.  

9. ABLE transacts business in the State of Colorado by and through its agents, Narconon 

International and Narconon Fresh Start. ABLE may be served with process through its registered 

agent, Sherman D. Lenske, 6400 Canoga Ave., Suite 315, Woodland Hills, CA 91367. 

II. 

JURISDICTION AND VENUE 

10. This Court has subject jurisdiction pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1332. The amount in 

controversy exceeds $75,000.00, and there is complete diversity between the parties.   

11. Venue is proper in this Court pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1391(a) because a substantial portion 

of the events and omissions giving rise to this lawsuit occurred in this District, and the Court has 

personal jurisdiction over each of the parties as alleged throughout this Complaint.    
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III. 

FACTUAL ALLEGATIONS 

12. On or about July 9, 2013, Ben Levy entered the Narconon to receive help for an addiction 

to painkillers he developed after severely injuring his back as a ski instructor.   

13. The Executive Director of the Narconon facility, Glen Petcavage, represented that the 

Narconon program offered standard cognitive behavioral therapy. Narconon further represents that 

its treatment program is secular and in no way involves the practice or study of any religion.  

14. At the Narconon facility in Fort Collins, Colorado, Ben was alarmed by the strange 

treatments described above, including patients being made to scream at ashtrays. He was likewise 

disturbed about the lack of medical supervision for the sauna program.  

15. Narconon has counselors provide patients with “touch assists” whereby a counselor 

touches the patient to help the patient relax. On one occasion, a Narconon counselor explained that 

she wanted to give Ben a touch assist on his back. Instead of touching his back, however, the 

counselor grabbed his crotch. Horrified, Ben told the counselor to leave him alone.  

16. After a short time at Narconon, Ben decided he needed to leave. Narconon staff, however, 

physically coerced him to stay on the property.  

17. Ben continued seeking to leave the Narconon facility. Finally, Ben persuaded Narconon to 

allow him to leave the facility.  Narconon refused, though, to return a number of the personal 

effects Ben brought with him to the facility, including the cash and credit cards he brought to the 

facility.  

18. Narconon staff then drove Ben from the facility’s remote location into Fort Collins. 

Narconon staff left Ben at a homeless shelter without any money or credit cards.  

19. Ben was left to his own devices to find his way back to his home in Basalt, Colorado, 

several hours away.  
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20. Narconon instructed Ben’s wife not to allow him back into their home. Consequently, Ben 

was forced to involve the police to gain entry into his own home.  

21. Narconon counselors repeatedly lied to Ben’s wife about him during his time at Narconon.  

22. Ben required counseling due to his experience at Narconon and was diagnosed with post-

traumatic stress disorder. Unable to cope with trauma he had experienced, Ben attempted to take 

his own life and required hospitalization.    

23. Ben is now working to rebuild his life after his experience at Narconon.  

ALTER EGO LIABILITY 

24. Plaintiffs incorporate by reference, as if fully set forth herein, each and every allegation set 

forth in the preceding paragraphs and further allege as follows: 

25. Defendants Narconon Fresh Start and NI have all appearances of being a corporate sham 

illusion and mere instrumentalities of Defendant ABLE.  

26. ABLE heavily influences Narconon Fresh Start and NI and governs and controls nearly 

every aspect of their business activities. 

27. There is such unity of interest and ownership among Narconon Fresh Start, NI, and ABLE 

that they are inseparable from one another.  

28. The separate corporate existences of Narconon Fresh Start, NI, and ABLE is a design or 

scheme to perpetrate a fraud. The separate corporate existences of Narconon Fresh Start, NI, and 

ABLE is a scheme to fraudulently induce patients to enroll in one of their treatment facilities and 

pay substantial funds. Further, Defendants perpetrate this scheme to recruit for and promote the 

Scientology religion. 

29. It is interests of justice to disregard the corporate shield and treat Defendants Fresh Start, 

NI, and ABLE as identical. Accordingly, each cause of action listed below is made against all 

Defendants. 
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FIRST CLAIM FOR RELIEF 

BATTERY 

30. Plaintiff incorporates by reference, as if fully set forth herein, each and every allegation set 

forth in the preceding paragraphs and further alleges as follows: 

31. Defendants, through it employee, intended to cause a harmful or offensive contact by 

grabbing Plaintiff inappropriately during a “touch assist.” Further, Defendants’ employee intended  

to cause a harmful or offensive contact by physically coercing him to stay on the facility’s 

property.    

32. Defendants’ actions resulted in numerous instances of harmful or offensive contact upon 

Plaintiff.  

33. Defendants’ actions have caused Plaintiff to suffer damages in excess of $75,000.00.  

SECOND CLAIM FOR RELIEF 

 NEGLIGENCE 

34. Plaintiff incorporates by reference, as if fully set forth herein, each and every allegation set 

forth in the preceding paragraphs and further alleges as follows: 

35. Defendants owed Plaintiff a duty to render substance abuse treatment to him in a manner 

that did not subject him to an unreasonable risk of harm, by actually administering substance 

treatment to him instead of Scientology. Defendant further had a duty of care to render reasonably 

safe and effective treatment. 

36. Defendants breached these duties, inter alia, by: (i) providing Scientology in lieu of 

substance abuse treatment; (ii) failing to staff the Narconon treatment facility, and particularly the 

sauna, with any qualified medical personnel; (iii) failing to provide duly qualified counselors to 

administer treatment.   

37. As a proximate result of Defendants’ breaches of the above duties, Plaintiff has suffered 

damages physical, mental, and pecuniary injuries in excess of $75,000.00.   
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THIRD CLAIM FOR RELIEF 

 INTENTIONAL INFLICTION OF EMOTIONAL DISTRESS 

38. Plaintiff incorporates by reference, as if fully set forth herein, each and every allegation set 

forth in the preceding paragraphs and further alleges as follows: 

39. Defendants engaged in extreme and outrageous conduct by, inter alia: (i) attempting to 

treat Plaintiff’s substance abuse with nothing other than Scientology while telling Plaintiff he was 

receiving actual treatment; (ii) having Plaintiff unwitting practice and study Scientology; and (iii) 

leaving Plaintiff – a substance abuse patient under Defendants’ care – at a homeless shelter 

without his money or credit cards.  

40. Defendants engaged in these actions with the intent of causing Plaintiff severe emotional 

distress, or with reckless disregard of causing Plaintiff severe emotional harm. This is evidenced   

having Plaintiff take part in Defendants’ bizarre Training Routines.  

41. As a direct and proximate result of Defendant’s conduct, Plaintiff suffered post-traumatic 

stress disorder. Further, Plaintiff has suffered physical, mental, and pecuniary injuries in excess of 

$75,000.00.   

FOURTH CLAIM FOR RELIEF 

 FALSE IMPRISONMENT 

42. Plaintiff incorporates by reference, as if fully set forth herein, each and every allegation set 

forth in the preceding paragraphs and further alleges as follows: 

43. Defendants unlawfully restrained Plaintiff’s freedom of locomotion or his right to come 

and go when and where he may choose. Defendants did so by physically coercing Plaintiff to stay 

at the Narconon facility after Plaintiff had attempted to leave numerous times.  

44. As a direct and proximate result of Defendant’s conduct, Plaintiff has suffered physical, 

mental, and pecuniary injuries in excess of $75,000.00.   
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DEMAND FOR JURY TRIAL 

Plaintiff demands a jury trial on all issues triable.  

 PRAYER FOR RELIEF 

 WHEREFORE, Plaintiff prays for the following relief: 

A. Judgment in favor of Plaintiff and against Defendant for damages in such amounts as may 

be proven at trial; 

B. Compensation for special and general damages; 

C. Reasonable attorney’s fees and costs of suit; 

D. Interest at the statutory rate; 

E. All further relief, both legal and equitable, that the Court deems just and proper. 

DATED this 5th of June, 2014. 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

       By:_____________________ 

Ryan A. Hamilton 

NEVADA BAR NO. 11587 

(Admitted to United States Distric Court for 

the District of Colorado)  

HAMILTON LAW  

5125 S. Durango Dr., Ste. C 

Las Vegas, NV 89113 

        (702) 818-1818 

(702) 974-1139 

ryan@hamiltonlawlasvegas.com 

 

       Attorney for Plaintiff 
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